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Course description

In 1984, the Czech writer Milan Kundera wrote a controversial article that described Central Europe as “Kidnapped” in that the region was culturally in the West but politically, under the domination of the Soviet Union, in the “East” where it did not belong. Using this provocative essay as a starting point, the course puts students in the field in Central Europe to see just how far the region has travelled on its return journey to Europe. After a historical introduction designed to situate the countries of focus (Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia), modules 2 and 3 assess the big economic, cultural and political transformations since 1989.  
The course is decidedly interdisciplinary by introducing students to the politics, culture(s) and societies of Central Europe. Reading material deals primarily with the key issues in the post-communist period. Special focus is on the post-Cold War security issues (NATO membership, regional cooperation, energy security and missile defense) along with European Union integration and the changing face of the region in terms of migration,  nationalism and national identity, immigration and minority/majority relations. 
In addition to in-class lectures and discussions, film and cultural nights are integral to the program along with field trips aimed at looking at these issues on-the-ground.
Course Dates:
15 May – 20 June 2012 
Instructors

Robert C. Austin, Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada 

Petr Suchy, Dept. of International Relations and European Studies, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Michal Vasecka, Dept. of Sociology, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Program outline

Arrival in Telc via Vienna – 15 May 

Week One (Telc workshop)
Orientation – 15 May
Module 1 – 16 – 18 May 

Week Two

Module 2 (1st part) – 21– 23 May
Budapest excursion 24 – 26 May
Week Three 

Module 2 (2nd part) – 28 – 30 May
Prague excursion – 31 May – 2 June

Free days – 3 – 5 June
Week Four

Module 3 (1st part) – 6 – 8 June

Bratislava excursion – 8 – 9 June
Week Five

Module 3 (2nd part) – 11 – 13 June
Krakow & Auschwitz excursion – 14 – 16 June

Final Test – 18 June 

Visit to wine cellar – 18 June (evening)

Departure – 20 June
Tests and course evaluation

Course readers will be prepared for the course and will be available on-line. The course reader is designed as an additional resource for students. 

Students are encouraged to purchase as a course text, Lonnie R. Johnson, Central Europe: Enemies, Neighbors, Friends.
Test and course evaluation

Test on Module 1



21 May



20%

Short Essay (linked to Module 2 – 4 -5 pages)
6 June (due midnight)

20%

Short Essay (linked to Module 3 - 4-5 pages)
28 June (due midnight)

20%
Final Test




18 June



25%

In-class participation







15%
Late penalty



 
2% will be deducted per day for late work

Deadline to withdraw without 


4 June
academic penalty

Weeks 1 – Module 1: West to East to West – Central Europe 1918 – 1989
Instructor: Robert Austin
Week One: Historical Context 
These first three sessions will look the impact of the First and Second World Wars, with particular emphasis on the peace treaties that shaped the region, the changing ethno-linguistic landscape in the region, borders, wartime liberation and communist takeovers in comparative perspective. The purpose of this section is to introduce students to the diversity of the region with a focus on lands, peoples, nations and nationalism.

A detailed analysis of the different types of communism in the region along with the legacy of failed communist reform attempts and Soviet intervention in Hungary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1968 will figure prominently. We conclude with a brief look at the collapse of the communist systems in 1989.
As background and before arrival in Brno, students should read the following:

Johnson, Lonnie R. Central Europe: Enemies, Neighbors, Friends. Chapters 9, 11 and 12.

Magosci, Paul Robert. “Eastern, East-Central, or Central Europe: Where is it and What is it?” Calendar-Almanac National Slovak Society of the USA, Vol. 113, pp. 128 – 140.

Session One: Nations, Nationalism and the Legacies of the Habsburg Empire and the First World War
Review Chapter 9 of Johnson.

Wandycz, Piotr S., “The Price of Freedom: A History of East-Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the Present”. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2001), pp. 186-227.
Session Two: Second World War and Communist Takeovers

Review Chapters 11 and 12 of Johnson.

Wandycz, Piotr S., “The Price of Freedom: A History of East-Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the Present”. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2001), pp. 227-250.

Tony Judt, Postwar. Read Chapters 1, 4 and 5.

Session Three: Comparative Communist Systems and the Origins of Collapse
Wandycz, Piotr S., “The Price of Freedom: A History of East-Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the Present”. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2001), pp. 250-275.

Milan Kundera, “The Tragedy of Central Europe,” New York Review of Books. V. 31, No. 7, April 26, 1984

Daniel Chirot, “What happened in Eastern Europe in 1989?”, Praxis. V. 10/ No. ¾. October 1990.

Further readings (suggested, not assigned):

· Crampton, R. J. “Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century - and after”. London – New York: Routledge (1997).

· Davies, Norman. “Europe: A History”, New York: HarperPerennial (1998).

· Halecki, O. “A History of Poland”. London: Routledge (1983), pp. 275 – 325.

· Jelavich, B. “Modern Austria: Empire & Republic, 1800-1986”. Cambridge: CUP(2003).

· Lukowski, J. – Zawadski, H. “A Concise History of Poland”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2003), pp. 250 – 289.

· Molnár, Miklós. “A concise history of Hungary”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2007), pp. 250-337.

· Wegs, J. Robert; Ladrech, Robert. “Europe since 1945: A concise history”, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2006), pp. 216 - 251.

· Wolchik, S. L. “Czechoslovakia's Development after World War II”. In: Held, J. (ed.): The Columbia History of Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century. New York: Columbia University Press (1992), pp. 127 – 154.
Weeks 2 and 3 – Module 2: Central Europe's Quest for Security
Instructor: Petr Suchy
The goal of this module is to acquaint students with the processes of integration of Central European states into international political and security structures. Attention is paid to their accession to the European Union, NATO and Visegrad 4 group, factors that influenced their motivation for integration also including their respective strategic cultures.
Session 1:  Historical Perspective: the Fall of Communism, Velvet and other Revolutions, Power vacuum and the New International Order
Skvorecky, Josef: The Cowards. 
Skvorecky, Josef:  Natasha and the Peacemakers. In: The Idler, 6, pp.12-14.
Sis, Petr: The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain
Further reading:
Gati, Ch.: East-Central Europe: The Morning After. Foreign Affairs; Winter 1990/1991; Vol. 69, 5; pp. 129-145.
Session 2:  Strategic Cultures of Central European Countries
Coşkun, Bezen Balamir: Does Strategic Culture Matter? Old Europe, New Europe and the Transatlantic Security. Perceptions XII, no. 2007 (n.d.): 71-90.
Skvorecky, Josef: Are Canadians Politically Naïve?
Session 3: Post Cold War Political and Economic Integration of Central European Countries: The Visegrad Four and the Road to the EU Membership
Sikorski, R.: Europe (Almost) Whole and Free: EU Enlargement and Its Implications. European Outlook, May 1, 2004. (http://www.aei.org/docLib/20040422_MayJuneEuropeanOutlook.pdf). 
Wallat J., “Czechoslovakia, the Czech Republic and the Visegrad Cooperation - Foreign and Security Policy since 1989”, Slovak Foreign Policy Affairs, no. 1 (2001), pp. 24-35. 
Further reading:
Šťastný, M. (ed.) Visegrad Countries in an Enlarged Trans-Atlantic Community, Bratislava: Institute for Public Affairs, 2002.
Session 4: Integration into Western Security Structures: Accession to the NATO; EU and Security Issues
Pieciukiewicz, T.: Security in Central and Eastern Europe: A View From Warsaw. Parameters, Winter 1996-97, pp. 122-35.
Havel, V.: A Call for Sacrifice. Foreign Affairs; March/April 1994; Vol. 73, 2; pp. 2-7.
Further readings:
Gaddis, J. L.: History, Grand Strategy and NATO Enlargement. Survival, Vol. 40, no. 1, Spring 1998, pp. 145-151.
Edmunds, T.: NATO and its New Members. Survival, Vol. 45, no. 3, Autumn 2003, pp. 145-166.
Session 5: Central Europe and Energy Security Issues
Miland, Rafał: Energy Security From Perspective of V4 Countries. In Chen, Man-Hua; Kulhánek, Jakub; Thim, Michal: Energy Security in Central and Eastern Europe. Association for International Affairs, Prague 2008, p. 48-50.
Oklešťková, Ivana; Karásek, Tomáš: The Impact of Central and Eastern European Countries on the Changing Energy Security Concept of the European Union. In Chen, Man-Hua; Kulhánek, Jakub; Thim, Michal: Energy Security in Central and Eastern Europe. Association for International Affairs, Prague 2008, p. 60-72.
Further reading:
Kovačovská, Lenka: European Union’s Energy (In)Security – Dependency on Russia. In Chen, Man-Hua; Kulhánek, Jakub; Thim, Michal: Energy Security in Central and Eastern Europe. Association for International Affairs, Prague 2008, p. 86-103.
Session 6: The Czech Republic, Poland and the U.S. Missile Defense
Gray, C. S.: European Perspectives on U. S. Ballistic Missile Defense. Comparative Strategy; October 2002; Vol. 21,  4; pp. 279-310.
Carnogursky, J.: U.S. radar in Czech Republic: betrayal of national interests. RIA Novosti, July 16, 2008. (http://en.rian.ru/analysis/20080716/114072528.html).
Further reading:
Slocombe, W. B.: Europe, Russia and American Missile Defence. Survival, Vol. 50, no. 2, April/May 2008, pp. 19-24.
Weeks 4 and 5 – Module 3: Central Europe – Multiethnic to Monoethnic to Multicultural

Instructor: Michal Vasecka

This last module analyses term nation as it is understood and operationalized in a globalized world. It is focused on studying banal nationalism, symbolic exclusion, and tribal thinking in conceptualization of migration and minority policies of the EU countries. In Central Europe, the process of national self-determination since the 19th century has been more on the ethnic and cultural side than on the civic and territorial one. Central European reality can be characterized by the notion "Kulturnation" (broad cultural community), rather than "Staatsnation" (self-determining political nation). The salience of ethnic component in constructing nationhood among CEE is likely the critical factor why these states are not ready to fully accept the cultural other as equal members – the other may be national minorities or new immigrant groups. Most societies, entering the era of post-industrial times and cross-country migration are not ready for full acceptance otherness - autochthonous minorities oe migrants. Confusion is visible mostly in radically different manner in which citizenship in particular countries of Central Europe – ius soli (birthright citizenship) and ius sanguini principles (right of blood) are used to determinate of the state citizenship in most of EU countries.
Session 1:    Perception of ethnicity and nation in Central Europe  
Anderson, B.: 1996. Imagined Communities. New York: Verso, pp. 1-7.

Berghe, van den, P.: Race and Ethnicity: A Socio-Biological Perspective. In: Ethnic and Racial Studies, 1/ 4 (1978), pp. 402-409. 

Eriksen, T.H.: Ethnicity, race and nation. In: Montserrat Guibernau - John Rex (ed). The Ethnicity Reader. Cambridge, Polity Press, 1997. pp. 15 – 26.  

Gellner, E.: Nations and Nationalism. Chapter 2: Nationalism and High Cultures. Blackwell, Oxford 1983. pp. 55-62. 

Weber, M. What is an ethnic group? In: Montserrat Guibernau – John Rex (ed). The Ethnicity Reader. Cambridge, Polity Press, 1997. pp. 15 – 26. 
Session 2:   Historical Context of National Minorities in the Czech Republic
Eriksen, T.H. 1997. ´Multiculturalism, Individualism and Human Rights: Romanticism, the Enlightenment and Lessons from Mauritius´ in Wilson, R. A (ed.) Human Rights, Culture and context. Anthropological Perspectives. London: Pluto Press. Pp. 49-69. 

Miller, D. 1995. On Nationality. Oxford: Clarendon Press. Pp. 119-154.

Walzer, M. 2004. On Toleration, New Haven and London: Yale UP pp. 14-36 and 52-82.
Session 3: Ethnicity and Modern Citizenship in Central Europe 
Alexander J. C., 1980, Core solidarity, ethnic out-group and social differentiation: a multidimensional model of inclusion in modern societies, in J. Dofny e A. Akiwowo (eds.), National and ethnic movements, Sage, London, 1980, pp.5-28. 

Faulks, Keith, 2000: Citizenship. Routledge: London .

Rex, J. 1994: The nature of ethnicity in the project of migration. In: Guibernau, M. - Rex, J.(eds): The Ethnicity Leader. Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Migration. Cambridge: Polity Press.     
Session 4:  Group Rights and Ethnicity. Multiculturalism in Central Europe  
John Rex: The concept of a multicultural society. In: Montserrat Guibernau - John Rex (ed). The Ethnicity Reader. Cambridge, Polity Press, 1997. pp. 205 - 219.  

Will Kymlicka - Ian Shapiro: Meanings of Ethnicity and Group Rights - Introduction. In: Will Kymlicka - Ian Shapiro: Ethnicity and Group Rights. NYU Press, New York, 1997. pp. 3-21.
Session 5:  Specificity of the Roma national minority in Central Europe

Horváthová, J. 2000. Life in Black and White. Praha: Gallery. Pp. 48-64.
Barany, Z. 2002. The East European Gypsies: regime change, marginality and ethnopolitics. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni Press.
Session 6:  Migration in Central Europe in 21st Century – Recent Re-Conceptualizations

Baubock, R. (ed) 1994: From Alliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. Aldershot: Avebury. p. 3 - 71.

Fehér, Ferenc - Heller, Agnes, 1994: Naturalization or „Culturalization“? In: Bauböck, Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. European Centre: Vienna. 

Martiniello, Marco, 1994: Citizenship of the European Union. A Critical View. In: Bauböck, Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. European Centre: Vienna. 

Portes, A. 1998. “Social Capital: Its Origins and Applications in Modern Sociology”, Annual Review of Sociology 24. p.2-9.
