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FROM MY JOURNALS

January-February 1969
Jan Palach and Jan Zajic, students, set
themselves on fire to “wake up the nation

from lethargy.”

1970
Vétvicka, a fun guy and bass player, died of
head injuries after the police beat him in the

melee following the Beach Boys concert.

1971

My professor at the Academy of Applied
Arts, Adolf Hoffmeister (who wrote
Brundibdr), is stripped of his professorship.

Anyone considered progressive is replaced.

1972
The border has closed again. Travel is

impossible. Goodbye, swinging London!

June 8, 1972

A group of young people with long hair—I
know them well—hijack a plane to West
Germany. They shoot the pilot with a gun

hidden in a baby’s diaper.

February 1973

very one of us in the academy has to create
a piece of art celebrating the Soviet Army.
I'm glad I'm in the animation department!
I'll just paint the backgrounds and explain

that the tanks are coming later.

2

s iz

1974

Graduation...We're told that our
generation is not to be trusted and has no
future because we are “tainted” by the
events of 1968.

To get a permit to have a studio in my own
house, I have to prove that I am an artist
in good “social standing,” that is, a member
of the Communist Party. The curious thing
is that I have just been offered a position
as an assistant professor in the academy.

I am told I am the youngest ever to be
considered. I am elated, but then comes
the condition: I must join the Party. They
promise me that no one has to know about
it! Thanks, but no thanks. I draw small

pictures. I do not need a studio.

1975

My first professional assignment—an album
cover for Karel Cernoch’s Letisté (Airport).
[ paint a little airport with a red-and-white
wind sock blowing in the wind. “Did you
check which direction the wind sock is
blowing?” the art director asks. I laugh,
thinking he’s joking. “It's very important,”
he says, “an ideological issue.” If the wind
is blowing from west to east, it could be read
as coming from West Germany to the Soviet
Union. Ideological diversion. Infiltration.

He calls the Ministries of Culture and

the Interior. We wait for them to call back.

“You're in luck!” says the art director. “Your

wind is blowing in the right direction.”
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= Very few dare to stand up and criticize the government. =
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Things got worse...
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Wild dreams...
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FROM MY JOURNALS

March 2, 1978
Remek blasted off into space.
The first Czech astronaut.

Somebody from England saw my film about
alarm clocks at the Krakow festival. I've been
offered a scholarship to study at the Royal
Academy of Arts. After days of visiting every
office in town I finally get permission to go
to London. I've been working on a new film
for many months, I think I will call it “Heads”.

October 1979
Viclav Havel is sent to prison for four years
for “subversion of the republic”.

1980

Heads won best short film, the Golden Bear
award, at the West Berlin film festival.

Tam trying to get a two-day exit visa, and
find myself promising some official that

T'll buy hair clippers for her terrier. I end up
running from one end of Berlin to the other,
looking for the clippers, and therefore

I miss my own screening. Nobody knows
what happened to the Bear statue.

A letter arrived for me and it looked like it
had been opened.

David is my brother. He's 13 years younger
than me and goes to school just outside
Prague. He's putting together an exhibition
in the cellar of our house with some friends
from school. They don’t have official
permission to do this. A special police unit
arrives and arrests them.

I'm designing costumes for the opera
“The Garrulous Snail”.

Fovidiy v toamio dinte llustiuje

[ break up with Eva.

December 8, 1980
John Lennon has been shot.

July 1982

I've been offered a job by the Olympic
committee. Seeing as I am the new young
hope of Czech animation, I've been given
permission to leave the country for three
months. They have invited animators from
different countries to film animated promos
for various sports. They give me Rowing.

I'm in America.

Hollywood. Palms and pools.

MTV heard that I won a prize. They want
me to do a music video of Bob Dylan.

I can’t believe it! I'm going to be working
on two films at once.

Disaster. The Soviet Union and a few other
socialist countries have decided to boycott
the Los Angeles Olympics (in retaliation
for the boycott of the Moscow Olympics
four years earlier?). I got a telegram telling
me I should return home IMMEDIATELY.
What now? I have to finish the Dylan film,
then I'll explain.

1983

The Czechoslovak embassy (comrade
Slezdkova) is URGING me to return
immediately to Prague. If my film is

a success, I'll be famous and maybe they
won't lock me up.

They didn’t like my clip at MTV at all!!
What now?
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0 Obenup the rigid Soviet system and introduces the policies of perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness).
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JU). East and West Germany reunite (1990), and the Soviet Union breaks up (1991) The Cold War is over.
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Jne country after another becomes free: Poland (1989), Czechoslovakia (1989), Hungary (1989-1990), East Germany
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“Dad, so what happened to that boy?”

“I think he’s still drawing... Now let’s go home and we’ll paint music...
music full of colors.”

There are some things you can experience only once.
The first Beach Boys concert was a wonderful promise of freedom, a taste of America
in occupied Prague in 1969. The second time, we left before the end.
The music was different. The magic was gone.
We are, after all, free to decide what we like and what we don’t.

My ten-year old son Maté&j came home from school and told me what he had been
learning about American ‘settlers’. He asked me how I came to be a settler,
and whether I was one of the good settlers or the bad ones.

I tried to explain with the help of some drawings...

The wall which for many years divided Berlin and the whole of Europe is now, fortunately,
only a memory. But some memories need to be preserved. As a message about the past.
As a warning to the future. Even though one wall has fallen, others remain and more are

being built. All over the world. In Israel, Korea, or on the Mexican border. Symbolic walls,

ideological walls and real walls. Walls of fear, confinement and suspicion.
Walls without which our lives could be freer and happier.
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