nThe Concept of
Ethnicity

‘RACE’ MEMBERSHIP

A [particularly] problematic source of social acuon [.. .} is ‘race identity’™
common inherited and inheritable traits that actually derive from common
descent. Of course, race creates a ‘group” only whenitis subjectively perceived
as a common trait: this happens only when a neighbourbood or the mere
proximity of racially different persons is the basis of joint {mostly political}
action, or conversely, when some common experiences of members of the same
race are linked 1o some antagonism against members of an obviously different
group. The resulting social action is usually merely negative: those who are
obviously different are avoided and despised or, conversely, viewed with
superstitious awe, Persons who are externally different are simply despised
irrespective of what they accomplish or what they are, or they are venerated
superstitiously if they are 100 powerful in the long run. In this case antipathy
is the primary and normal reaction. However, this antipathy is shared not just
by persons wich anthropological similarities, and its extent is by no means
determined by the degree of anthropological relatedness; furthermore, this
antipathy is linked aot only co inherited traits bur just as much to other visible
ifferences.

If the degree of objective racial difference can be determined, among other
things, purely physiclogically by establishing whether hybrids reprodpce
themselves atapproximately normal rates, the subjective aspects, the reciprocal
racial attraction and repulsion, might be measured by finding out whether
sexual relations are preferred or rase between two groups, and whether they are
carried on permanently or temporarily and irregularly. In all groups with a
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