Hi everyone, 

Enclosed I am sending the itinerary for the upcoming trip to Prague. Bellow I am sending the most important information: 

1) Meeting point for departure to Prague: Thursday, June 2, 7:45 am at the residence. The train itself leaves at 8.35 am. I urge you to meet Zuzana and go to the station with her. If you for some reason decide to go on your own, you should look for the train IC 572 “Brnensky drak” bound for Praha, hlavni nadrazi. 

2) Meeting point for departure to Brno: Saturday, June 4, 7.00 pm at the hotel lobby. The train leaves at 7.39 pm. 
If you want to stay on in Prague till Sunday, please inform me or Zuzana by Friday 3 pm at latest! The ones who’ll inform us by this time will be able upon submission of the ticket get reimbursed for the travel cost to Brno. 


3) Accommodation: We will stay in the Hotel Kafka (http://www.hotelkafka.cz/), where towels, soaps and two breakfasts will be provided. The available rooms are as follows: 


Males: 2 x triple, 2x 4-bed rooms
Females: 4 x triple rooms 

4) Weather: It should be sunny with temperature reaching 22-28°C and dropping to 14°C at nights. 

5) Please don't forget to bring your passport! 

6) As you know, with student cards you can apply for significant discounts when buying tickets to museums, galleries, etc., so don't forget to take it with you too. 

Cheers!
Martin 


Prague Trip

June 2–4 2011
Day  One – Thursday
6.30
– meeting in the lobby of the residence and transfer to the train station
8.35
– Departure to Prague – train IC 572 “Brnensky drak”
11.19  
– Arrival at Praha Hlavni nadrazi – Main railway station
· buying tickets for the public transport:

· single “limited” tickets are 18 CZK – 20/30mins

· single tickets are 26 CZK – 75mins

· a 24-hour-ticket: 100 CZK 

· a 72-hour-ticket: 330 CZK 

-    departure to the hotel – Hotel Kafka, Cimburkova 24, tram stop Husinecká 5, 9, 26

· mind that metro runs until midnight, night trams 55, 58 run every 15 mins from Wenceslas Square (Václavské námestí) until mornings
12.30-2.00 lunch

· transfer to the Wenceslaw Sq, RFE  from stop Husinecka to stop Zelivskeho – by tram 26, or by tram 5 to Flora and from there by tram 16
2.30 – 6.30 the first sightseeing tour (approx. 3-4 hours)
· Wenceslas Square – Grand Hotel Europa, National Museum, St. Wenceslas, Jan Palach, Jan Zajíc and recent Czech history

· Na Příkopě/Square of the Republic – Municipal House, Powder Tower, Hotel Paris 

· Celetná Street – House at the Black Madonna

· Old Town Square – Týn Church (Adam and Eve), House at the Stone Bell, Jan Hus Monument, Meridian Line & Virgin Mary’s Column, Kinský Palace, St. Nicholas Church, Old Town Hall – Astronomical Clock

· Jewish Town – Spanish Synagogue & Franz Kafka Monument (Dušní Street), Old Town Synagogue & the Old Jewish Cemetery, Klausen Synagogue, Maisel Synagogue, Pinkas Synagogue
Suggestion for lunch: U milosrdnych, U milosrdných 852/12 (one of few resonable places in the Jewish town)
Evening – see the suggestions bellow

Day Two – Friday
9.00 – meeting in the lobby of the hotel and transfer to RFE - from stop Husinecka to stop Zelivskeho – by tram 26, or by tram 5 to Flora and from there by tram 16
10.00 – 11:30 visit to the Radio Free Europe (RFE) 

12:00-13:00 lunch at RFE, transfer to MFA – from stop Zelivskeho to stop Pohorelec – by subway A to Hradcanska and then by tram 8, or to Malostranska and then by tram 22.
14.00 – 15:30 visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 

the second sightseeing tour (approx. 3-4 hours)
· Czernin Palace, Strahov Monastery – with view of Prague: Lesser Town with St. Nicholas Church, Petřín Hill & Petřín Tower, Valdštejnský Palace and Garden, Prague Castle Gardens, Vítkov National Monument, Žižkov TV Tower,  Main Train Station, The Church of the Sacred Heart of Lord etc.

· Hradčanské Square - Prague Archbishopry, T. G. Masaryk Monument, New World

· Prague Castle
· St. Vitus Cathedral
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Golden Lane

· down by royal stairway towards Malostranská metro station

· through Kampa to John Lennon’s wall

· Charles Bridge – both bridge towers, Saint Jan of Nepomuk, Villa Kramář, Straka Academy, The House of the Artists, Metronome at Letná, Čech’s Bridge, National Theatre, Dancing House, Novotného Lávka, islands

· Evening – free program – see the suggestions bellow
Day Three – Saturday 
There is no official (i.e. mandatory) program on Saturday, so you are free to do whatever you please. But be aware that the train leaves at 7.39 pm and that the group will meet at the hotel at 6.30pm. Please let Zuzana know if you decide not to come to Brno with the group! 

Here is couple of suggestions what you can do: 

· Visit the Jewish museum with the Jewish graveyard and the synagogues 
· Go back to the castle and visit it from inside

· Spend the whole day visiting museum and galleries (see the Museum section bellow)
· Organize a day trip out of the city. If you decide to do so, you could visit:
· medieval castle Karlštejn (http://www.hradkarlstejn.cz/) - a train ride from Praha – Smichov takes 33 minutes and it goes every 30 minutes 
· chateau Konopiště (http://www.zamek-konopiste.cz/ ) – catch any train from Praha – hl. nádraží (main station) to Benešov u Prahy (approx. 1,5 hour)
· beautiful town Kutna Hora (http://www.kutnahora.cz/) with its famous Bone Chapel – train ride from Praha – hl. nádraží (main station) to Kutna Hora via Kolín (approx. 2 hours)
· the most famous spa in CR – Karlovy Vary/Carlsbad (http://www.karlovy-vary.cz/en/). A bus ride from Praha – Florenc takes 2 hours 15 min. 

· one of the highlights of Czech Republic – Český Krumlov (http://www.ckrumlov.info/ - take a bus from Praha – Florenc or from Praha – Na knižecí. It’s little bit far (the ride takes from 2.45-3.15 hours, so you might consider staying there overnight and catching a train from there directly to Brno (via České Budějovice) on Monday.
· Trip to Dresden (Germany) which is over 2 hours train ride away with frequent services (every 2 hours).
7.00 pm – Meeting in the hotel and transfer to the train station
7.39 pm – Departure from Praha, hlavni nadrazi station – train EC 378 Carl Maria von Weber
10.22 pm – Arrival to Brno 

****************************************************************************************

Suggestions:

Museums:

· Museum of Communism – Můstek, 10 Na Příkopě

· Kafka Museum – 5 Franze Kafky Square, near Old Town Hall
· Mucha Museum – 7 Panská, Praha 1

· Veletržní Palace - contemporary art museum (part of National Gallery), both Czech & international art, Veletržní Street, Holešovice, same tram stop (#5, 12, 17)

· Sovovy Mlýny – another contemporary art museum, private though, by Charles Bridge

· The Black Madonna House – 34 Celetná, Praha 1; permanent exhibition of Czech cubism 
· U Fleků Brewery Museum – 11 Křemencova, Praha 1

· The Toy Museum – 6 Jiřská, Praha 1 (in the area of Prague castle). Old toys, unique collection of Barbie dolls

· Mozart Museum – Bertramka; 169 Mozartova, Praha 5 – an exhibition connected to W.A. Mozart 

· Smetana Museum – Novotného Lávka, just off Charles Bridge

· Museum of Torture – Karlova Street, just by the Charles Bridge

· Wax  Museum – Můstek, Wenceslas Square
· Zizkov television tower (http://www.tower.cz/)
Parks with great views of Prague: 

· Letná – a huge park popular for roller-blading, biking & skateboarding, metronome & the place of Stalin´s Monument, Hanava Pavillion, a favorite beergarden with amazing views of Prague
· Petřín - you may want to stroll in the gardens and climb the view tower with one of the best views of Prague – very photogenic. A striking Monument To the Victims of Communism at the base of the hill. The best way to get there (if you don’t want to walk uphill) is taking a funicular from Ujezd (one-way ticket is 26,-CZK)
· Riegrovy Sady – another popular beergarden, Vinohrady neighborhood close to Náměstí Míru or Jiřího z Poděbrad metro stations (line A), views of Prague from the opposite side
Restaurants, Cafes & Tearooms – Restaurants in the center are extremely expansive, especially comparing to the prices in Brno. I suggest you should check prices in the menu before you sit down anywhere. Generally more reasonable places to eat are in Žižkov (close to the hotel) or in Karlín.
Guide of pubs in Žižkov – the neighborhood of our hotel - http://www.lexikonhospod.cz/index_en.htm   

· Novoměstký pivovar/brewery – Czech traditional food, their own beer brewed in the house, possibility to arrange a short tour, Vodičkova Street
· Bílá vrána – Jagellonska 10, cheap and pleasant place not far from the hotel

·  U pomniku – Czech traditional food, Gorazdova 1, not very far from the Dancing house
· U Rudolfina – Křižovnická 10, close to the House of the Artists (Rudolfinum;-), supposedly the best Pilsner Urquell in Prague, good traditional food

· Lehká Hlava/Clear Head – beautifully designed vegetarian restaurant at Boršov, close to the Charles Bridge. Reservations recommended, call 222220665

· Druhej svět/The Second World – Mezibranská, close to Wenceslas Square, „modern“ Czech meals

· BarBar – Všehrdova 17, Kampa, great food, great interior design, fun place

· Café Louvre - 20 Národní Street, if you want to feel the Austro-Hungarian atmosphere, nice and inexpensive, great food

· Kaaba – Mánesova 20, Vinohrady, retro design café, close to National Museum

· Radost FX - for vegetarians, 120 Bělehradská, Vinohrady

· Café Imperial - Na Poříčí, close to Masaryk train station, wonderfully reconstructed, slightly pricey but worth the atmosphere

· U Sudu - expats´ favourite bar at 10 Vodičkova Street, right off Wenceslas square, originally a wine place & cellar

· Kozička – popular bar in Kozí Street just off the Old Town Square, look for an iron goat in front of it;-)

· La Casa Blue – another popular bar, this time with Spanish/Latin American atmosphere 

· Blue Light Bar – Josefská, close to Charles Bridge, a bar/cafe with great atmosphere

· Taj Mahal – Indian restaurant right behind the National Museum

· Pravěk/Prehistory - at 40 Na Bělidle Street, subway station Anděl

· Limonádový Joe – life Czech bands & old time djs daily, Kotva, Náměstí republiky

· Dobrá čajovna/Good Tearoom – Wenceslas Square 14, paradise for tea lovers

· Čajovna u kostela/Tearoom by the church, Strossmayerovo Square, spacious & offering sishas (waterpipes) as well

· U zlatého kohouta/By the golden rooster – Michalská, another pleasant tearoom

· Vesmírna – Ve Smečkách 5 (just off the Wenceslas sq.), cafe with mentally challenged staff. Very interesting experience!
Clubbing/dancing:

· Karlovy Lázně, Novotného lávka, Praha 1 – just next to the Charles Bridge (the biggest music club in Central Europe or so they say;-), 4 floors each with different music

· Duplex on Wenceslas Square

· Roxy at Dlouhá Street for more alternative folks

· Lucerna Music Bar at Lucerna Passage on Wenceslas Square (80s and 90s music)

· Popocafepetl at Újezd, daily life concerts

· Club Újezd at Újezd, three levels, great interior design, fun bar

· Vagón at Národní třída, daily concerts, mostly Czech rock bands

· Palác Akropolis at Kubelíkova, Žižkov, close to Jiřího z Poděbrad metro station, pub & club, life concerts, djs, exhibitions. Great interior design (František Skála)

· Cross Club – Plynární Street in Holešovice, close to Nádraží Holešovice metro station (line C), incredible design, moving machines, great djs, a place you won’t forget

· Agharta Jazz Club – Železná Street, just off the Old Town Square
· U stare paní Jazz Club – Michelská 9

· Jazz Dock – Janačkovo nábřeží 2, a new large place south to Malá Strana
· Jazz Club Ungelt – Týn 2, just off the Old Town Square

· Reduta – Národní 20, famous jazz club with interpreters such as Bill Clinton

· U malého Glena – Karmelitská 23, jazz club addressing international audience, small but neat
Paddling boats: 

Slovansky ostrov (next to the National Theatre) – per 2-4 people: you need an ID/passport; the fee is approx. 100 CZK/hour
Boat trip – cruise on the river Vltava:
You can find the boats at "Čechův most” – next to hotel Intercontinental (5 mins walk from the  Old Town Square map: http://www.evd.cz/cz/kde.htm), boats leave every day at 10:00; 11.00; 12:00; 13:00; 14:00; 15:00; 16:00; 17:00; 18:00 , price: 220 Kč. Night ride with dinner also available– 790 CZK.
Theatres:

National Theater (Národní divadlo) shows also opera and ballet, http://www.narodni-divadlo.cz – also in English

State Opera House (Státní opera Praha), http://www.opera.cz/en/
Laterna Magika – non-verbal theatre, http://www.laterna.cz/en/ 
Black Light Theatre:

Image Theatre - http://www.imagetheatre.cz/english/en-index.asp
Wow Black Light Theatre - http://www.wow-show.com/en/

Křižík’s Fountain (Křižíkova fontána) – a water & light spectacle often accompanied by Czech classical music but also by e.g. the Queen. See http://www.krizikovafontana.cz/en
Nový Svět – a little neighborhood close to the Prague Castle, lost in time, full of tranquil beauty, originally poor, later popular with Czech artists
Trója Chateau: Praha 7-Trója, U Trojského zámku 1
· Open: Tuesday - Sunday 10am. – 6pm.

· Entrance fee: 140/70 CZK

· Baroque architecture and a French park surrounding the chateau

· Permanent exhibition: Czech art of the 19th century

· How to get there: metro C – stop Nádraží Holešovice, then take bus 112 to the last stop

And…. Shopping:

Shopping malls at metro line “B“ (the yellow one): Zličín, Černý most, Anděl, Nové Butovice

You can find many shops at Wenceslas square - H&M, Clockhouse, Baťa (large shoe store), Sparkeys (toy store), Vagabond…. (most of them open 10pm till 8pm)

Brand new shopping mall Palladium at Náměstí republiky. 
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